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Executive Summary
Norwex Microfiber Testing

Introduction:
Antimicrobial treatment of textiles has three key benefits: Odor control; protection against degradation and
discoloration of fabric and improving general cleanliness between launderings. The Norwex microfiber is treated 
with a micro silver agent for self cleansing purposes. Norwex’s microfiber with BacLock® is a unique fabric with  
microfibers that are 1/200th size of a human hair and is super absorbent. Norwex microfiber has the ability to  
remove up to 99% of bacteria from typical surfaces with only water.

Objective:

A) To measure the efficacy of micro silver treated microfiber for the purpose of inhibiting bacterial species.
B To measure the efficacy of microfiber in removing bacteria from a surface without using additional chemicals.

Methodology:

A)   An accredited, quantitative test method ISO 20743:2007 (International Standard Organization) was used to 
measure the efficacy of Norwex’s micro silver treated microfiber to inhibit bacterial growth for the purpose 
of self cleansing. This is an inoculate and recover method with the reported result being a percent or log10 
reduction in contamination between initial inoculation level and final results on an untreated control  
(An untreated cotton fabric). As a bacterial representative species, one gram negative bacteria (Klebsiella 
pneumoniae) and one gram positive bacteria (Staphylococcus aureus) were used. These strains were 
obtained from the American Type Culture Collection (ATCC).

B)  A separate microbiological cleaning test was used to measure the reduction of E. Coli and Staphylococcus 
aureus bacteria after cleaning process. This testing was done according to the internal protocol of the  
3rd party testing laboratory. A sterilized stainless surface was contaminated with bacterial concentration  
followed by the cleaning process. The determination of the bacteria from the surface was performed  
according to the guidelines of EN 1174-2 (Sterilization of medical devices/ Estimation of the population of 
micro-organisms on product).

Results:

A)  In all instances, covering all microfiber with BacLock® products, plate count method indicated that a  
significantly lesser growth of bacteria was observed in the Norwex microfiber treated with micronized silver 
agent than the normal untreated fabric under the test conditions.

B)  Results of the microbiological cleaning test indicated that the Microfiber cloth was able to remove the 
bacterial species tested by >99%.

Conclusion:

Norwex’s microfiber products with BacLock® are effective in self cleansing under conditions as indicated in use
instructions. Norwex’s microfiber is also effective in removing up to 99% bacteria from typical hard surfaces just
with the use of water. Norwex’s microfiber products with BacLock® are recommended for use in general
household cleaning.
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